
SGA debuts new information session format

Clinton finishes in first by two votes  

By TONY MOORE 
New unofficial clubs form at CHS 

each year, and the 2016-17 school year 
kicked off with the addition of the Ju-
nior State of America (JSA) club. Junior 
Samara Ghali of Colts Neck leads the 
club as its president. 

JSA Club is the CHS branch of the 
respectively named national organiza-
tion , which is similar to that of SkillsU-
SA, Ghali said. 

“The [JSA] members debate in-
dividually against others in a certain 
debate format where there are two main 
speakers and several subsequent speak-
ers,” Ghali said. 

“There are at least five debates per 
convention, and after debating and 
voting, there’s a dance.”

Although the JSA club has around 
35 members and meets on a weekly 
basis this year, the club faced several 
conflicts and therefore, took over a year 
to establish and then become official, 
which means the club receives stipends 
from the Board of Education, said Prin-
cipal James Gleason.  

“The first issue was that it wasn’t in 
the budget to have a paid teacher advis-
er, so I asked my mom advise, and for 
some reason, she said yes,” Ghali said. 

Ghali hopes to use the new Board of 
Education stipend as well as upcoming 
fundraisers to lower the membership 
expenses.

“There’s a $5 membership fee and 
convention costs are normally $135 per 
person except for the Washington DC 
convention fee which is $240,” Ghali 
said. “So we’re trying our best to fund-
raise enough to keep the cash coming.”

By ALLIE BEEKMAN
 Each year, Communications High School (CHS), along 
with the four other Monmouth County Vocational School 
District (MCVSD) career academies, hosts information 
sessions to allow prospective freshmen attendees to visit 
the school and learn about everything it has to offer. While 
this year’s information sessions still hold that same goal 
in mind, the Student Government Association (SGA) and 
Principal James Gleason made changes to the layout of the 
sessions.
 These new changes were implemented at the first in-
formation session on Oct. 8. Students volunteers served as 
tour guides while SGA President Mark DiSpigna of Lin-
croft and Vice President Julia Pardee of Freehold partici-
pated in a question and answer session that also featured 
two teachers. This differed from past sessions, where stu-

dents were either tour guides or spoke in each classrooms.
 Sophomore Kelly Forrester of Spring Lake Heights 
was a tour guide at the Oct. 8 information session. 
 “I led around 20 people around the school and showed 
them everything and answered all the questions they had,” 
Forrester said. “They asked about the teachers, the dances 
and what I was most interested in. They asked a lot about 
homework too.”
 Additionally, a new student life brochure was given 
to attendees and showcased the different events, trips and 
clubs the school offers. Some prospective freshmen, like 
Fiona Gill of Wall, found this to be helpful.
 “I really liked the student life brochure because it gave 
a glimpse of what it would be like going to the school as a 
student,” Gill said.
 DiSpigna said the main goal of these changes was to 

shorten the information sessions, while also ensuring that 
no information was sacrificed. 
 “Mr. Gleason and the SGA felt that previous informa-
tion sessions at CHS were too long,” DiSpigna said. “They 
used to run over 2 hours, but with the changes we have 
made, sessions were cut down to about an hour and 15 
minutes.”
 So far, Morgan has heard positive feedback regarding 
the new changes.
 “Some of the things they liked were the panel discus-
sion in the cafeteria, the new student life booklet and be-
ing able to ask one-on-one questions with the student tour 
guides while touring the building,” Morgan said. “From 
our perspective, the tour allowed people to see the school 
and it made filling out and collecting the application forms 
much smoother.”

Ghali starts 
the JSA Club

By LINDA BADARACCO
Holding a mock election every four 

years is a “yuge” CHS tradition. Two-hun-
dred eighty two students and faculty mem-
bers cast their votes at lunch in room 107 on 
Oct. 25, and Hillary Clinton won the elec-
tion with 23 percent of the vote, followed 
by Donald Trump with 22 percent. 

This election season spanned from Oct. 
14-25 and was CHS’s fourth mock election 
since the event began in 2004 as part of the 
National Student-Parent Mock Election.

The Inkblot has always acted as the 
press corps, Mulshine said.

“We’re the press and we have an inter-
est in a fair and balanced campaign,” Mul-
shine said. “But the students who take on 
the candidate roles are the ones who really 
work to make it great.”

The candidates were junior Zoe Mc-
Donnell of Red Bank as Jill Stein of the 
Green Party, junior Matt Avena of Middle-
town as Darrell Castle of the Constitution 
Party, freshman Sawyer Barth of West Long 
Branch as Libertarian Gary Johnson, se-
nior Matt Miller of Wall as Democrat Hil-

lary Clinton and junior Jonathan Slovak of 
Spring Lake Heights as Republican Donald 
Trump.

Miller expressed his satisfaction with 
Clinton’s win.

“Everybody in the school seemed to 
have a good time comparing policies, lis-
tening to the debate and just choosing what 
they thought was best so I was happy about 
it,” Miller said.

Slovak noted the two-vote difference 
between Clinton and Trump.

“I think it says that there is definitely a 
large portion of Republicans at CHS,” Slo-
vak said. “A lot of people just describe CHS 
as a liberal school, but in reality, I’d say it’s 
split more evenly.”

News media teacher Andi Mulshine 
organized the event. Students joined var-
ious groups, such as candidates’ cam-
paigns, political action committees (PACs), 
Common Cause and the Election Bureau. 
Candidates also held rallies throughout 
the week, and all students received ‘Mark 
Money,’ which they could donate to a cam-
paign.

The week of campaigning culminated 
in a debate on Oct. 21.McDonnell was vot-
ed the winner of the debate in a survey of 
36 students on Oct. 24.

“My goal was to inform more people, 
try to get more people to know what’s go-
ing on,” McDonnell said.

Sophomore Lily Dews of Middletown 
said she didn’t think students voted based 
on policy.

“I think people voted on whose pre-
sentation was the best and whose speeches 
were the most entertaining,” Dews said.

Senior Anna Soltys of Holmdel dis-
agreed. 

“I think that it was very education-
al since we took such a policy-driven ap-
proach to the debate,” Soltys said. 

Mulshine noted a potential improve-
ment for the 2020 mock election.

“We weren’t able to use social me-
dia as much as we wanted to, and I think 
that would have enriched everyone’s ex-
perience. Although social media is a dou-
ble-edged sword,” Mulshine said. “I’m 
glad the kids could pay attention.”

BLOT PHOTO BY AUDREY MANNION
Hillary Clinton, represented by Matt Miller, and Donald Trump, represented by Jonathan Slovak, debated hot topics from immigration to college debt.

November 9, 2016

Volume 15, Issue 2 www.THEINKBLOTNEWS.com

INSIDE:
Teens toast 

with and 
without 

permission 

Communications High School, Wall, New Jersey

BLOT GRAPHIC 
BY JULIA PARDEE

Voters name Stein debate champ in mock prez election
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Junior Samara Ghali leads a JSA meeting.  

Historic Spirit Week ends in a draw



BY SAMANTHA HOGAN and CATHERINE LIANG
The words “college application” may bring shivers to 

some students. But no matter what students’ attitudes are, 
the college application process is something everyone will 
go through. For some, the college application process starts 
in middle school, while others don’t worry about it until 
junior year. 

Senior Jenna Cohen of Freehold took her first college 
tour at the beginning of junior year. 

“I visited six colleges. I found it very beneficial,” Co-
hen said. “I think it gives you the perspective of actually 
being a student there.” 

Still, Cohen said she didn’t start early enough.
“I wish I started the college application process over 

the summer because I would have had my applications 
done. It makes me feel overwhelmed because it’s a lot of 
work, a lot of essays, transcripts and grades,” Cohen said.  

Like Cohen, senior Tom Campbell of Freehold began 
visiting colleges junior year.

“I started [visiting schools] maybe about six to eight 
months ago,” Campbell said. “Late junior year is a good 
time.”

Junior Sara Cole of Matawan is just starting the college 
search process.

“I plan on visiting this year,” Cole said. “I feel like I’ve 
started thinking about it because I definitely got some let-
ters in the mail from colleges.”

Cole said that people are visiting colleges earlier.
“I know seventh graders that are wrapping up things 

and scores for different college events or things that might 

look fancy on a résumé, just in case, and it’s a little ridicu-
lous but they are like ‘What if a college likes it?’ And I’m 
just sitting here, eating a pretzel, thinking ‘eh, maybe if 
they send me a letter,’” Cole said.

For junior Timothy Weisel of Marlboro, the college 
process is “just beginning.”

“I still don’t really know, and I haven’t written any-
thing down just yet,” Weisel said.

For some CHS underclassmen, like sophomore Nicole 
Molnar of Rumson, the process is starting, too.

“[I’ve been] thinking about it and writing down col-
leges I’d like to visit,” Molnar said. “I have a whole list but 
I haven’t told my mom or anything so she doesn’t know 
where to bring me.”

Freshman Jack Hester of Long Branch said he hasn’t 
started visiting colleges yet.

“I looked at what I want my career to be, and I’ve 
looked at the colleges that fit that,” Hester said.

The college application process can take months or 
years, depending on the student. As a senior, Campbell 
understands the stress.

“You’ll be fine applying to colleges, but at the same 
time, it’s terrifying,” Campbell said.

By EMMA HECHT
CHS has 320 students and 31 fac-

ulty members, so students are bound to 
have the same teacher several years in 
a row.

Senior Tony Moore of Howell said 
that throughout his four years, he had 
multiple classes with history teacher 
Sharyn O’Keefe, English teacher Kelly 
Lang, TV teacher Jennifer Cornine, ra-
dio teacher Bill Bengle and digital video 
teacher David Salowe. 

“In some cases, I like having the 
same teachers because I’m already fa-
miliar with their teaching style... but 
in other cases, I like having a fresh 
start with completely new teachers if I 
wasn’t particularly happy with a class 
the first time around,” Moore said.

Junior Katie Gibson of Wall agreed. 
She said that having the same teacher 
eliminates the first week jitters, since 
she has already adapted to their meth-
ods of teaching. 

“I like when I get the same teach-
ers multiple years in a row because you 
know their teaching style and what to 
expect on exams, making it easier to 
study and prepare,”  Gibson said. 

Unlike Gibson, freshman Heather 
Griffin of Wall said she wants to start 
fresh with all new teachers in future 
years. 

“Although I love all my teachers 
now, I like change and would rather get 
to know new teachers every year as I 
take new classes every year. This way, 
I will not get bored of too much of the 

same thing,” Griffin said.
History teacher Sharyn O’Keefe 

said that she enjoys having students 
multiple years in a row. 

“It runs very smoothly because 
they know how my class is run. There 
really aren’t any surprises so it gives 
the students a chance to get used to my 
style of teaching,” O’Keefe said.

Fitness teacher Ginny Clevenger, 
who teaches all CHS students at least 
twice, said she gets to know students in 
a unique environment.  
      “In the fitness center, it’s odd because 
it’s not a classroom situation. So I get to 
know their personality, not how smart 
they are,” Clevenger said. “So I proba-
bly know them differently than any oth-
er teacher in the building.“

BY EMMANUELLA MACRI
Ghosts and paranormal activities rule 

our television sets during the Halloween 
season, but their actual existence is debat-
ed across the world. While some are con-
vinced they’re real, many question whether 
it is possible for spirits to return to earth, 
watching over — or haunting — the living.

For junior Erica Lalor of Aberdeen, 
ghosts are too hard to believe. As a self-de-
scribed scientific person, Lalor argues that 
science doesn’t support their existence.

Sophomore Merina Spaltro of Allen-
town agrees. Although she admits there 
have been possibilities of paranormal ac-
tivity, she reasons that they haven’t been 
repeatedly tested and confirmed like a sci-
entific hypothesis should.

But for some, like freshman Riley 
Brennan of Manasquan, all it takes is one 

firsthand experience to confirm the reality 
of paranormal activity.Brennan’s catharsis 
occurred when a Ouija board game with 
friends turned into an otherworldly expe-
rience. The board was able to reveal the 
name of Brennan’s cousin, who had recent-
ly passed, along with facts about him such 
as his birthday and date of death.

“Neither of my friends could have 
possibly known the answers to questions 
like that,” Brennan said. 

A student who wished to remain anon-
ymous is also a believer in the supernatural 
after she had a firsthand experience. Her 
living stepmom received communication 
from the student’s late mother, convincing 
her of the existence of ghosts. For her, the 
idea offers comfort.

 “I have and will always believe that 
there are spirits near us, especially those 

who we love that have passed, and it’s re-
assuring to know that they are really here 
with us,” she said.

For some people, such as junior Veron-
ica Yaron of Little Silver, there is no doubt 
in their mind that spirits and ghosts exist. 
Yaron was raised believing in the super-
natural due to an experience that occurred 
within her family. 

After the sudden death of Yaron’s 
grandfather, her family began experiencing 
a series of unexplainable events: a piano 
played randomly, doors slammed shut and 
a radio inexplicably turned on. Most nota-
bly, the spirit made his presence known in 
Yaron’s mother’s room with loud banging 
and then holding the door shut.

“The whole phenomenon floored me,” 
Yaron said. “To me, nothing can be more 
solid proof of spirits than that.”
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Students debate paranormal activity and ghosts 

High school marks the start of the college process

Teachers see familiar faces
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Survey of 130 students on Oct. 19, 2016
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Survey of 197 students on Oct. 19, 2016
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Junior Delia Noone of Middletown and Emma Wilenta of Wall talk 
with a college representative from Pace University. 
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To trick-or-treat or not to trick-or-treat
By CAROLINE MONAGHAN

Over the years, Halloween has evolved into a night 
that is different for many different age groups, specifically 
teens. But the classic Halloween staples of costumes, trick-
or-treating and parties remain for some CHS teens.

Costumes are still popular for the CHS Beasts during 
Halloween, though motives differ. Senior Mark DiSpigna 
of Lincroft said he only gets dressed up for the sake of Spir-
it Week points. 

Other Halloween costumes take months to plan, espe-
cially when a possible popular Instagram picture is on the 
line, sophomore Mia Gallo of Aberdeen said.

 “It usually takes me about a month or so to decide on 
a Halloween costume. I also like to make sure that the cos-
tume will make a cute Instagram picture,” Gallo said.Like 
Gallo, junior Marie Schobel of Manasquan no longer wears 
her Halloween costume for trick-or-treating and said trick-
or-treating should be left in middle school.

“I think trick-or-treating is for the kids. I don’t think 
teenagers should be running around at night taking candy 
that could be for the little guys,” Schobel said. 

DiSpigna disagreed.
 “I think that anyone should be able to trick-or-treat 

for as long as they’d like. Even adults should have the 
choice to participate,” DiSpigna said. 

Math teacher Justine Lane said her kids stopped trick-
or-treating at the age of 15 although they do still dress up 
in costumes.

“My 17-year-old, Jimmy, stopped around 14 or 15. But 

for the last two years, he has run around with a full-on 
Batman costume with the muscles on Mischief Night and 
Halloween. Now, the little kids sort of hope that they see 
Batman,” Lane said. 

For teens who are not animate about either, like fresh-
man Ben Hewson of Fair Haven, parties are a popular al-
ternative. 

“There are a lot more Halloween parties now then 
there were when I was younger, ” Hewson said. 

No matter what was on the agenda for this Hallow-
een, whether it was costumes, trick-or-treating or parties, 
the holiday annually provides options for all ages. 

By JACQUELINE GELLER
Ice skating for 12 hours a week is only part of the 

after-school life for freshman Ainsley Vetter of Wall. 
At 14 years old, Vetter has already competed in ice 

dance on a national level and performed at Carnegie 
Hall as a pianist. 

Vetter started skating when she was six years old. 
After a couple of years, her coach recommended she try 
pattern ice dances, which would help with her skating 
technique.

Little did she know, Vetter would immediately fall 
in love with it and eventually compete in the National 
Solo Dance Series Final in 2016. 

Here, she took home fourth place and a pewter 
medal. 

She aspires to return to the finals next year. 
When she is not on the ice, Vetter is probably play-

ing piano. She started the instrument at a young age, 
and as time went on, her passion for it grew. Vetter par-
ticipated in a competition called The Golden Key, which 
holds auditions every year. 

The winner and second place holder from New Jer-
sey is given the opportunity to play at Carnegie Hall, 
Vetter said. She placed third last year and performed at 
Lincoln Center, but this year, Vetter emerged victorious 
and played at Carnegie Hall.  

“Piano is so much fun, and it allows your brain 
to work in different ways than it normally would. You 
have to practice a lot but it pays off when you get to do 
things like playing at Carnegie Hall,” Vetter said. 

Vetter intends to learn harder music and gain an-
other invitation to perform at Carnegie Hall. 

Vetter said time management is essential to balance 
piano, ice dance and school work. 

She practices piano at home when she finds free 
time and attends her scheduled skating practices. 

“You have to get your homework done. You can’t 
watch TV or listen to music, or anything that is distract-
ing,” Vetter said. 

Ice dancing and piano might not have many obvi-
ous similarities, but they offer Vetter the best of both 
worlds. 

Vetter shines on ice 
and at Carnegie Hall

By PHOEBE DRUMMOND
Considering the competitive na-

ture of admission to a MCVSD  school, 
having more than one family member 
attend an MCVSD school is uncom-
mon.

According to the CHS directo-
ry, junior Alice Nathanson of Long 
Branch was one of five current stu-
dents to welcome a younger sibling to 
CHS this fall. 

She said CHS anecdotes helped 
persuade her sister to decide to enroll.

Although she is not used to see-
ing her little sister in school again, Na-
thanson said it’s convenient to see her 
in the halls.

“I like it because if I need any-
thing I can just ask her,” Nathanson 
said. 

Like Nathanson, sophomore Mer-
ina Spaltro of Allentown has a sibling 
attending a career academy. Spaltro’s 
older brother attends Biotechnology 
High School. 

Spaltro said she was unaware of 
MCVSD career academies until her 
brother applied.  

When he was accepted, Spaltro 

considered finding the MCVSD school 
that fit her interests. 

Even though they are at different 
MCVSD schools, Spaltro still finds 
that her brother has helped her to be 
prepared and “less freaked out” for 
the early morning bus rides, and, in 
her case, an early morning van ride.

Sophomore Grace McCaffrey of 
Middletown entered CHS as a fresh-
man last year with an older sister in 
the Class of 2016 to help her through 
her first year of high school. McCaf-
frey said she was more prepared com-
ing into that year because her sister 
“told her what to expect.” 

McCaffrey also thinks that her 
decision to attend CHS over her ho-
meschool was influenced by her sister 
because she “talked about how much 
fun it was.”

Although she liked the help from 
her older sister, McCaffrey is not a fan 
of teachers having a sibling to com-
pare her to. 

 “My sister is a lot smarter than 
me and a lot less talkative, so when 
teachers meet me, they are probably 
disappointed,” McCaffrey said. 

But biology teacher Jeanine Go-
mez said McCaffrey and other young-
er siblings at CHS have no need to 
worry. Gomez said she holds all her 
students to high expectations, regard-
less of whether or not she’s taught 
their siblings.

“I like to notice their differenc-
es... like outside of the classroom what 
they’re interested in,” Gomez said.

Siblings walk the halls of the MCVSD

REPORTER Q: If you could elect one celebrity as 
president who would it be?

INTERVIEWS BY AINSLEY 
VETTER
PHOTOS BY AUDREY 
MANNION AND DELIA NOONE

Freshman Abby Tellechea
of Monmouth Beach 

“Britney Spears, because she worked 
hard to make a name in the music 

industry so she would work hard for 
the country.”

Sophomore Alexis Colucci
of Middletown

“Ed Sheeran, because he is so honest 
and sincere with his music that I think 

he would be a nice president.”
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Junior Marcos Guevara
of Cliffwood

“I would choose Joss Whedon to be 
the president. I would choose him 

because he is very politically aware 
and he is generally an honest person.”

Senior Josh Tobia
of Howell

“Kanye West, because he is innova-
tive and has a lot of great ideas, like 

a fashion line.”

BLOT INFORGRAPHIC BY RISHI 
KARTHIKEYAN

Survey of 197 students on Oct. 19, 2016
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Spirit, costumes, candy and parties mark CHS Halloween

Senior Matt Miller of Wall dressed as an angel in the Halloween 
parade for Fall Spirit Week 2016.

Ainsley Vetter of Wall perfroms at Carnegie Hall.  
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By SAWYER BARTH
While 162 countries across six 

continents have a drinking age of 20 or 
below, the United States is one of only 
12 with a minimum drinking age of 21. 
This hasn’t always been the case.

The US has the highest drinking 
age in the world, yet teens are still 
drinking underage, binge drinking, and 
getting behid the wheel. Experts point 
to European customs as a solution.

From the 1970s to the mid-1980s, 
it was common for states to have legal 
drinking ages of 18, 19 or 20. Society 
as a whole believed that if someone 
was old enough to be drafted to fight 
for their country in Vietnam, they were 
mature enough to drink in that country, 
according to the Washington Post.

But with this movement came an 
increase in vehicular accidents linked 
to substance abuse in young people, 
according to the National Institutes of 
Health. Out of all traffic deaths in the 
mid-1970s involving people ages 16 to 
20, two-thirds involved alcohol. 

The National Youth Rights 
Association reports that the anti-youth 
drinking organization Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving advocated for the 
National Minimum Drinking Age Act, 
which became law in 1984. 

The Youth Rights Association 
reports the bill withheld five percent 
of federal highway funds for states 
that did not raise their age to 21 within 
two years and ten percent within three. 
This could have amounted to millions 
of dollars lost, forcing states to comply, 

the association stated.
The percentage of alcohol-related 

traffic deaths has dropped significantly 
since the implementation of the 
National Minimum Drinking Age Act. 
The NIH states that only 37 percent of 
traffic fatalities for people ages 16 to 20 
involve alcohol in this decade, down 
from about 65 percent. 

Still, the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse reported that 72 percent of 
students have consumed alcohol before 
graduating high school and 37 percent 
by eighth grade. 

The youth population in non-
American countries is viewed as 
mature in their handling of alcohol 
because of the relaxed attitudes adults 
have concerning its consumption. 

Young American citizens’ possible 
lack of maturity in drinking is discussed 
in an essay by Bettina Friese and Joel 
W. Grube of the Pacific Institute for 
Research and Evaluation:

“The idea is often expressed that 
because the drinking age in the United 
States is 21 … young people miss out 
on the opportunity to learn to drink 
within family settings where moderate 
drinking is the norm,” Friese and Grube 
wrote. 

The book contains a chart 
comparing the intoxication rates 
between the United States and European 
countries. The chart shows that several 
nations including Netherlands, 
Belgium, Italy and Portugal, which 
all have drinking ages of 18 or below, 
have lower percentages of underage 

citizens who have been 
intoxicated in the 
last 30 days than the 
United States.

Consistent but 
controlled drinking 
from a young age 
with parental 
supervision is 
common for youths 
in many foreign 
countries. Harris 
Dickinson, 20, of 
London, England, 
interviewed by The 
Inkblot, recalled his 
experience of being 
eased into responsible 
alcohol use.

 “What comes with 
that sort of freedom 
when your parents are 
like, ‘Yeah, you can have 
a beer,’ that loses the desire 
... as a young kid to be like, 
‘Yeah, I’m gonna go and rebel,’ 
because there’s nothing to rebel 
against.”

Adversely, Friese and Grube argue 
that corresponding surveys don’t agree 
that European children engage in more 
responsible drinking than underage 
Americans. Almost all European 
countries report higher percentages of 
intoxication before the age of 13, the 
authors reported. 

Whether the United States will 
continue with the current system or 
revert back to a lower drinking age 

remains 
u n c l e a r , 
but advocates 
on both sides 
continue to debate what is 
healthiest  and safest in regards to 
drinking-age. 

By KATE RIDOUX
It’s no secret that underage drinking occurs globally. 
In an Oct. 17 survey of 256 of the school's 313 students, 

80 percent reported that they believe most people start 
drinking in high school. Another12 percent said they think 
that drinking begins in college and less than 1 percent 
believe that most people start drinking at the legal age of 21. 

Senior Julianna Belas of Monmouth Beach said high 
schoolers who consume alcohol are looked down upon 
more than underage college students that do. Belas said this 
is because college students are trusted to make their own 
decisions, where high school students are still at home.

“When you’re in college you’re mixed with older people 
who can legally drink. People are left to make their own 
decisions in college whereas in high school they are still 
under their parents’ control,” Belas said.

One CHS sophomore, who preferred to remain 
anonymous, said drinking in college has become the norm 
because there is less of a chance of getting arrested.

“My older brother once told me that college parties 
rarely get busted because they can’t tell who is 21 and who 
isn’t, whereas at a high school party, they know everyone 
is under 21. That’s probably part of the reason high school 
drinking is seen as such a risky activity,” the student said.

An anonymous CHS junior asserted that learning your 
limits in high school while you’re surrounded by people you 
trust is an important step in order to prevent poor decisions 
in the future, especially at college.

“I think that if people start drinking before college, 
they will be able to understand their limits in a more safe 
environment rather than being away at college and not 
knowing their limits."

"Then, once they reach college, they will understand 
their relationship with alcohol and be better equipped to 
handle everything that comes with drinking," the student 
said.

Drinking 
age in the U.S.
is highest in the world

Whether in high school or college, drinking is often illegal

Congress says 21 
 but teens aren't listening,
   to their detriment

43%My paremts 
do not allow 
me to drink 
alcohol 26%My parents 

allow me to 
drink in the 
home 14% I drink 

without my 
parents 
permission 9% My parents 

allow me to 
drink outside 
the home 8% None of the above



BLOT GRAPHICS BY JULIE ALTER
Survey of 256 students taken Oct. 17.
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By COURTNEY KUSHNIR
Binge drinking is defined as “the heavy 

consumption of alcohol over a short period of time,” 
according to kidshealth.org. Even though they are 
not legally allowed to consume alcohol, teens are 
the most likely age group to binge drink, according 
to an article published in Pediatrics, a journal for 
pediatric studies. For girls under the age of 17, three 
drinks in a row constitutes binging; for boys aged 
14 to 15, it is four drinks.

School nurse Dorothy Condon has seen the 
consequences firsthand of binge drinking in her 

time working in the Intensive Care 
Unit at Monmouth Medical 

Center in Long Branch. 
“The alcohol 
content rises so 

quickly that 
your body 

doesn’t 
have 

enough time to adjust, and then you have a loss 
of consciousness, and it can eventually turn to 
stopping your breathing,” Condon said. “It can cost 
you your life.”

As Condon noted, binge drinking can cause 
serious immediate dangers as well as permanent 
brain damage, as noted in a study on adolescent 
rodents conducted by the National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. In this study, 
mice that were exposed to alcohol showed signs of 
damaged nerves in the part of the brain associated 
with learning and memory. 

So with these potential repercussions, why are 
young people, teens especially, the most likely to 
binge? Condon attributes the problem to the rise of 
peer pressure and “social drinking.” 

“Today, there are a lot of drinking games that 
promote binge drinking so the kids aren’t aware 
of how much alcohol they’re consuming,” Condon 
said. 

To inform teens on the risks of drinking early on 
in their education, programs like AlcoholEdu and 
Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE) strive to 
educate middle school and high school students on 
what it means to drink. Condon said she believes 
that progress may be made from finding alternative 

activities for teens and strengthening laws against 
underage drinking. 

“We need to find something else for teens to 
do on the weekends. They need to get involved 
with coffeehouses or volunteer projects, or 
doing something that is acceptable,” Condon 
said. “Alcohol is not the answer to your 
social status.”

By MADELYN CURTIS
About 32 percent of 

fatal car accidents involve an 
intoxicated driver or pedestrian, 
according to the National 
Council on Alcoholism and Drug 
Dependence. 

Thanks to apps like Uber, 
Lyft and Sidecar, the number of 
those who drink and drive has 
dropped by 54 percent since 1991, 
the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) reports.

Car crashes are the No. 1 
killers of teens in the United 
States. Underage drinking is 
a major factor in this statistic; 
teenage drunk driving resulted 
in the death of 9,967 people in 

2014 alone, 
according to 

the National 
Institute on 

Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism, or about 

four deaths a day, the 
Foundation for a Drug 

Free World reports.
Drivers ages 16 to 20 are 17 

times more likely to die in a car 
crash if they have a blood alcohol 
concentration of 0.08 percent or 
higher, according to the CDC. 
Alcohol negatively affects teens’ 
skills needed to drive, such as 
perception and judgment, which 
often leads to people getting in 
cars of people under the influence 
or driving themselves, according 
to the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Association,. 

Due to these preventable 
situations, companies like Uber, 
Lyft and Sidecar are taking off 
with their safe yet affordable 
alternative for getting home 
safely. But some teenagers 
hesitate to use the services, they 
said, either from fear, lack of 
better judgment or the fact that 
the minimum age requirement to 
use Uber is 18. 

Sophomore Maria Maroko 

of Marlboro said she is willing to 
use the service herself.

“If I didn’t have a friend 
nearby that could pick me up, I 
probably would,” Maroko said. 
“It’d be really irresponsible to 
drive myself if I wasn’t sober.”

From Uber alone, there has 
been a 6 percent decline in the 
fatal rate, 18 percent decrease 
in fatal night-time crashes and 
a 16.6 percent decline in vehicle 
fatalities, according to a study by 
Providence College professors. 

The study also noted a 
significant drop in DUI arrests. 
It reported, “DUIs are 15 to 62 
percent lower after the entry of 
Uber. The average annual rate of 
decline after the introduction of 
Uber is 51.3 percent per year for 
DUIs.”

For one CHS senior, who 
preferred to remain anonymous, 
apps like Uber have helped 
prevent drinking and driving 
incidents.

“At one party, I decided to 
leave with my friends early, but 
since we weren’t exactly sober, 
none of us were comfortable 
driving home,” the student said. 
“We thought it was best to spend 
the money and split an Uber.”

Binge drinking: teens don’t 
know when enough is enough

Teens use
their tech 

to prevent  
future DUIs

43%My paremts 
do not allow 
me to drink 
alcohol 26%My parents 

allow me to 
drink in the 
home 14% I drink 

without my 
parents 
permission 9% My parents 

allow me to 
drink outside 
the home 8% None of the above



Why I’m not with Him
By COURTNEY KUSHNIR

In this election, it seems a voter faces the decision between the lesser of 
two evils: Donald Trump or Hillary Clinton. 

Both candidates have their flaws, certainly. But I think that when it 
comes down to it, Trump is the more flawed of the two. 

 1. Trump has no government experience.
As Clinton pointed out in the third presidential debate on Oct. 19, while 

she was “in the situation room during the Osama bin Laden raid, Trump was 
hosting celebrity apprentice.” Donald Trump, who hasn’t even  held a city 
council position, expects to jump right as the next commander in chief. 

 2. He does not take advice. 
He has an entire group of people working on his campaign, yet look at 

his track record. 
He’s calling women pigs and using words that are barely words, like 

“bigly.” Or maybe it was “big league”? I guess we may never know. 
 3. He is sexist.  
He has no idea of what many women go through on a daily basis, 

whether they are getting catcalled on the street or being sexually assaulted in 
their home or workplace. 

He frequently makes sexually aggressive and sexist comments about 
them. A tape was recently released from 2005 in which Trump was recorded 
saying that he could do anything to women because of his fame, even grab-
bing them by a certain body part that will not be named here. 

 4. It’s not just women he insults. 
Trump consistently insults and misrepresents minority groups. Most 

recently, he insinuated that black people all live in inner cities. He has called 
Mexicans rapists and criminals frequently in discussion of the big, beautiful 
wall he plans to build on the dollar of the same people who he calls these 
terrible names. If Trump used his rhetoric to speak to me on a speed date, 
I would not deem him fit for a second date. When he uses that rhetoric to 
large crowds at his rallies and in debates, I certainly don’t deem him fit to be 
president.

An inexperienced, sexist and racist candidate is someone I cannot sup-
port to be president. 

Clinton and Trump: what’s not to like

BLOT PHOTO BY AUDREY MANNION
[From left] Junior Matt Avena of Middletown, freshman Sawyer Barth of Tinton Falls, senior Matt Miller of Wall, junior Jonathan Slovak of Spring Lake Heights and junior Zoe McDonnell of Middletown portrayed presidential candidates Darrell Castle, Gary Johnson, Hillary Clinton, Donald Trump and Jill Stein, respectively. The mock election campaign season ran from Oct. 14 to 25, culminating with lunchtime voting.

Inkblot pundits take aim at the Democrat and Republican at the end of a long campaign

BLOT PHOTO BY DELIA NOONE
Following the debate, the candidates conrgratulated each other and let go of their presidential personas. 
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“We have to make america great 
again. A vote for me is a vote 

for America’s prosperity,” 
-Slovak, as Trump



By WILLIAM DEAN
I would like to preface this article with the following statement: I am 

not pro-Trump. Even so, this does not take away from the fact that Hillary 
Clinton is also a terrible candidate:

1. She’s a compulsive liar.
When it comes to telling lies, Mrs. Clinton has quite the résumé. For ex-

ample, when the bodies of the four Americans killed in Benghazi were being 
unloaded at Andrews Air Force Base in 2012, Clinton blamed the attacks on 
an “awful internet video that we [the American people] had nothing to do 
with.” Never you mind that in a private email chain to her daughter the night 
of the attacks, Hillary said that “[t]wo of our officers were killed in Benghazi 
by an Al Queda-like group,” and made no mention of a video. 

2. She has put national security at risk.
It should be clear that FBI director James Comey said, “We found 

work-related emails, thousands, that were not returned,” and “[o]ur investi-
gation found that there was classified information [on her server].” 

Mrs. Clinton violated the U.S. Code, and it is therefore likely that she 
has committed a felony. Even if this doesn’t convince you, 2,000 of the 33,000 
deleted work related emails were classified, according the the FBI. according 
to USA Today. Was it the FBI?

3. Her record of consistency is abysmal.
Mrs. Clinton is remarkably inconsistent when it comes to policies and 

views on social issues. Clinton has an odd tendency to fit her values to what-
ever the public opinion is. For example, Hillary stood in front of Congress in 
2004 and declared, “Marriage is not just a bond but a sacred bond between a 
man and a woman.” Compare that to 2013 when she said on Human Rights 
Campaign’s YouTube channel, “I support [gay marriage] personally and as a 
matter of public policy and law.” 

How will America choose between an orange-faced authoritarian and 
a hypocritical liar diagnosed with pneumonia? But fear not, because Amer-
ica has made it through bad times before, like the Great Depression or the 
Vietnam War. 

So keep your chin up, stay confident and always, always question au-
thority.

Why I’m not with Her

Clinton and Trump: what’s not to like

BLOT PHOTO BY AUDREY MANNION
[From left] Junior Matt Avena of Middletown, freshman Sawyer Barth of Tinton Falls, senior Matt Miller of Wall, junior Jonathan Slovak of Spring Lake Heights and junior Zoe McDonnell of Middletown portrayed presidential candidates Darrell Castle, Gary Johnson, Hillary Clinton, Donald Trump and Jill Stein, respectively. The mock election campaign season ran from Oct. 14 to 25, culminating with lunchtime voting.

Inkblot pundits take aim at the Democrat and Republican at the end of a long campaign

BLOT PHOTO BY AUDREY MANNION
Students of all grades laughed, cheered and booed during the debate. 
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“Vote for experience. Vote for 
hope. Vote for a better futue. 

Vote for Hillary Clinton,” 
- Miller, as Clinton



By ALLIE KUO
To my fellow females – may your breasts be 

unbridled by underwire and your nipples be free. 
No, I am not a nudist. I am simply a bra-

to-bralette convert who believes that if you’re 
comfortable enough to ditch the structured shape 
of a padded bra for its lacy, unlined counterpart, 
or even for nothing at all, then by all means do it. 

Body positive messages have been taking 
over fashion campaigns and media alike, and the 
recent popularity of bralettes is tangible proof of a 
new shift in both fashion and society. Three or four 
years ago, I never would have considered wearing 
anything less than a lined bra under my outfits, 
whether I wore a t-shirt or a thick sweater.

But now? No bra, no problem.
Still, it’s important to step back and consider 

why, up until now, it’s been almost taboo to go 
without a bra. When a female’s breasts are not 
perfectly smooth and even, molded by the cups 
of their bra, people start to panic. They whip 
themselves into a frenzy. 

“What could be under that shirt?” they 
ponder. “Are those… nipples?” 

That’s also where the problem lies, that a 
woman’s natural figure, particularly her breasts, 
are sexualized and censored while men can 
walk around shirtless without drawing a second 
glance.  

It’s about time people realize that the structure 
of the male and female breast is nearly identical, 
and women shouldn’t be humiliated and criticized 
for a “nip slip” or wearing a shirt that’s “too thin.”

With more and more brands, especially 
underwear and lingerie companies, stepping away 
from retouching in their images, breasts are no 
longer just perfect and airbrushed. Models have 
boobs with flaws, birthmarks and asymmetry. This 

shift to natural shape and beauty is an extremely 
positive one, changing the ideals and expectations 
of both males and females exposed to those ads.

Even Victoria’s Secret, known for their 
emphasis on making one’s assets as perky as 
possible, has jumped on the bralette bandwagon. 
And when a brand that usually sells “Bombshell” 
push-up bras that claim to “Add-2-Cups” decides 
to head in the complete opposite direction and 
advertise unlined bralettes, there must be a 
compelling reason.

My feminist heart has been jumping with joy 
that leaving the house without putting on a bra is 
becoming more and more socially acceptable. 

Now, I still wear bras. I am in no way saying 
that they are inferior to bralettes because every 
body is different, and it’s all a matter of personal 
preference. But it’s reassuring to know that when 
I choose to wear bralettes or go bra-less, I’m not 
alone.

So I’d like to offer my condolences to the push-
up bra. They had their run, but 2016 is the year of 
the bralette – long live liberated nips.

Free the nipple or don’tListen up, Feds: 
Amensty saves

 It takes 4,300 American teens’ lives annually. It’s illegal, yet 
the majority of high schoolers, including CHS students, have tak-
en part. 

 Underage drinking happens across the country. In a survey 
of 256 CHS students on Oct. 17, 56 percent reported having con-
sumed alcohol in any sense, with 14 percent saying they drink 
without their parents’ permission. It’s clear no law can truly erad-
icate illegal underage drinking, but there is a law on the state 
books that has actually saved lives – the Medical Amnesty Law. 

The Medical Amnesty Law applies to one to three individuals 
who consume alcohol illegally and call 911 for medical assistance 
for someone under the influence.

New Jersey is one of 35 states that has this life-saving law. But 
the majority of CHS students will be attending college within the 
next four years, and not necessarily in New Jersey. This means 
that depending on where students attend, they may no longer be 
covered by the Medical Amnesty Law. 

Florida is one of the 15 states without this law. According to 
the University of Florida’s website, “Medical Amnesty Policy 
only applies to the UF Student Code of Conduct, Housing & Res-
idence Education Community Standards, and Greek Life policies. 
It does not prevent or preclude police or other legal actions.”

To an outsider, calling the police when someone is in danger 
is the obvious choice – and it should be. But considering the pun-
ishment for underage drinking, it is apparent that fear of the law 
is prohibiting students from making the right decision. 

An underage student at a party in Florida could be subject 
to a second-degree misdemeanor charge. According to Criminal 
Defense Lawyer, a reference website for attorneys, a first offense 
of underage drinking in Florida could result in a fine of $500 and 
60 days in jail.  

Without the Medical Amnesty Law, students in Florida and 14 
other states will be punished for making the courageous decision 
to save a life. After the fines and jail time, would students would 
make the same brave decision again?

The Medical Amnesty Law’s track record has already prov-
en its worth. In one year following the implementation of one 
Medical Amnesty policy, there was a 700 percent increase in the 
number of alcohol-related EMS calls. This is in sharp contrast to 
the results of the Cornell University survey report, which report-
ed that 19 percent of college students said they probably should 
have called 911 for a highly intoxicated individual they were 
with, but 4 percent actually made the call. 

But there is still room for improvement. Without all 50 states 
supporting this law, true success cannot be achieved. The safety 
of America’s youth should be at the heart of legislation regarding 
underage drinking, and the Medical Amnesty Law is a perfect 
opportunity to demonstrate this.

Enacting the Medical Amnesty Law on the federal level will be 
a monumental step in prioritizing the safety of America’s youth. 
As they’re the future of the country, this would be a positive in-
vestment in the future of America as a safe and prosperous place. 

So to the new Commander-in-Chief, listen up; we need you 
and Congress to hit the ground running. It’s time to fight for 15 
states’ teens and 50 states’ futures.
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In the year 2016, bras are deemed optional

Women judged unfairly for sexuality
By MARIA MAROKO

In the world of politics, one 
thing is clear – if you’re a wom-
an, your sexuality can and will 
be used against you, regardless 
of its relevance to your argu-
ment.

Republican presidential 
candidate Donald Trump went 
on a late-night Twitter rant 
Sept. 30 about Alicia Machado, 
the former winner of the Miss 
Universe pageant. 

Machado, a Venezuelan 
immigrant, was the first woman 
to win the Miss Universe pag-
eant under Trump’s leadership. 
Machado endorsed Democrat 
Hillary Clinton and said Trump 
would often insult her body 
size, calling her fat or ugly, 
according to press reports. 

Trump did not react well. 
He called her “disgusting” and 
urged his supporters to find 
a sex tape he said she made, 

to prove she was a bad and 
untrustworthy person. The sex 
tape has yet to be found. 

But whether or not the sex 
tape exists, it was brought up to 
discredit Machado. Why should 
sexual activities impact the pub-
lic’s perception of her character, 
or make her statements  less 
valuable or true? 

Trump’s comments are 
part of a larger mindset called 
“slut-shaming,” the act of 
shaming someone for their real 
or perceived sexual behavior, 
whether that includes wear-
ing skimpy clothing, having 
sex or, according to some far 
right-wingers like radio host 
Rush Limbaugh, even using 
birth control. This epitomizes 
the double standards concerning 
gender. 

Let’s go back to the Lim-
baugh. When Sandra Fluke, 
a Georgetown student and 

activist, fought her school to 
get free birth control, Limbaugh 
dismissed her on the radio as 
a “slut.” Using birth control 
would imply that she may have 
had sex without wanting chil-
dren, which would imply that 
she might have even enjoyed 
sex by itself. Limbaugh said the 
idea “makes her a slut, right? It 
makes her a prostitute … she’s 
having so much sex that she 
can’t afford the contraception.” 

Machado’s and Fluke’s 
experiences are just two of 
countless instances in which 
women’s sexuality is used 
against them. People like Trump 
and Limbaugh perceive any 
alleged accusation of a woman 
being “slutty” as grounds for 
questioning their validity and 
morality. Yet, when other men 
engage in sexual activity, includ-
ing statutory rape, these same 
men are silent.

BLOT PHOTO BY JULIA PARDEE
Urban Outfitters and Aerie are two of many stores to 
carry bralettes. 

Follow The Inkblot on 
Twitter, Instagram and 

Snapchat for more news:
@TheInkblotNews



By MIA GALLO
If a modern sports fan at the Super Bowl happened to 

miss the winning touchdown of the game, he or she would 
only have to wait a couple of seconds for the instant replay. 
But any time before 1985, this fan would have missed the 
pivotal moment in the biggest football game of the year. 

Modern technology is revolutionizing the sports 
world, especially with its benefits for referees, according 
to Top End Sports. With the luxury of instant replay, refer-
ees can now review a play repeatedly to double-check their 
calls. According to Bleacher Report, football fields have in-
cluded video-replay technology since 1986. 

Although this technology has not been implemented 
in any high schools in New Jersey, Alabama high schools 
are experimenting with video replay. 

According to Top End Sports, another advancement in 
sports technology is the Hawk-Eye system, the computer 
and camera system that follows a ball’s path.

The Hawk-Eye system is most frequently used in ten-
nis and cricket, but soccer is introducing the system, as 

well. The Premier League of Football hoped to improve de-
cision-making accuracy and speed with  goal line sensors.

Another use of technology that relates more to sports 
fans is digital media and streaming, according to sportte-
chie.com. Applications for cellular devices, such as NFL 
Mobile and Twitter, keep fans up to date with live stream-
ing and live-tweeting. 

In this age of social media, sporting events are broad-
cast all over these platforms to provide fans access through 
different media. It makes following a team far away from 
your location that much easier, according to Sport Techie. 

As an avid Boston Red Sox fan, sophomore Rebecca 
Rippon of Ocean said Twitter is the main platform that she 
uses most to stay updated on scores and stats. 

Rippon said that prior to following the team on Twit-
ter, she could never keep up because she was too busy to 
watch the games.

 “Now I just have my Twitter notifications on for their 
account and keep up from there. It’s definitely helped me 
be a way more involved fan,” Rippon said.

Recent technological advances are affecting and revo-
lutionizing the sports world in more ways than one. 
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By ERICA SAMMARCO
In an Oct. 19 survey of 89 CHS ath-

letes, 45 percent said they wear either glass-
es, contacts, braces or retainers during their 
games.

Some athletes, like year-round runner 
and sophomore Colleen Megerle of Colts 
Neck, have to deal with both braces and 
glasses in sports. 

“I got contacts recently which are a lot 
of help in racing and running in general, 
but the braces never really bothered me,” 
Megerle said. 

Both Megerle and sophomore Kyle 
Wheeler of Wall said braces do not inhib-
it performance in any way and noticed no 
change in performance level when getting 
them on or off. 

Megerle and Wheeler, who is a soccer 
player, also said they never wore a mouth-
guard, but still were not troubled by the 
braces. But some high school sports, such 
as football, lacrosse, field hockey and wres-
tling, require participants to wear mouth-
guards to prevent injury. 

School nurse Dorothy Condon had  

advice on the dangers of not wearing 
mouthguards.

“[Braces] can be knocked off and 
cause damage to your teeth, gums or lips,” 
Condon said. 

She recommended that during any 
contact sports, players with braces wear 
the Boil and Bite Mouth Protectors because 
they conform around the teeth and braces 
to prevent injury. 

While braces don’t affect many CHS 
athletes, glasses cause issues for some. 
Megerle said her glasses bounce on her 
face while running and impede her vision 
during rainy weather. 

But senior Rachel Fenniman of Ocean 
thinks her glasses are essential to her per-
formance as a member of her home school’s 
Color Guard.

“Personally, I think wearing glasses is 
important because I think seeing what ev-
eryone else is doing is more important than 
the safety of my face,” Fenniman said. 

Condon stressed the importance of 
wearing eye protection at all times during 
sports, even while wearing contacts.

If an athlete is hit while wearing glass-
es or contacts, eye damage, such as a scratch 
to the cornea, could follow; some injuries 
could even require surgery, depending on 
their severity.

The chances of a serious injury are less 

likely while wearing contacts, but it is bet-
ter to wear protective goggles to prevent 
any harm.

“I definitely recommend wearing both 
[a mouthguard and protective goggles] 
during any activity,” Condon said.

the inkblot
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BLOT INFOGRAPHIC BY DANIEL KIMBALL
Survey of 89 current athletes on Oct. 19, 2016.

Braces and glasses prove to be better, not worse

BLOT INFOGRAPHIC BY KATHRYN WILLIS
Online survey of 197 students on Oct. 19, 2016.

By EMMANUELLA MACRI and
 MEREDITH PRUD’HOMME

The word “quitter” usually has a negative 
connotation and is defined by Merriam-Web-
ster dictionary as “a person who easily gives 
up.” But when it comes to quitting a sport, 
some athletes at CHS say that being a “quitter” 
isn’t always a bad thing.  

Junior Victoria Ferraro of Manasquan, a 
former basketball player, said she made the 
right decision when she stopped playing. The 
stress of the sport was the reason she chose to 
end her basketball career.

Ferraro described her coach as “really 
high maintenance,” and she said that after she 
quit her sport, her “stress level went down sig-
nificantly.”

The termination of her basketball career 
also allowed her to turn her attention to other 
sports.

 “I started playing more tennis,” Ferraro 
said. “It was good decision.”

 For former dancer and sophomore Cecil-
ia Heidelberger of Middletown, her reason to 
quit was simple: injury.

“I broke both bones in my leg,” Heidel-
berger said.

After missing practices and lessons due 
to injury, Heidelberger fell behind in dance, 
which was ultimately the reason she stopped.

Like Heidelberger, senior and varsity 
soccer player Anthony Quattrocchi of 
Matawan’s sports career was put on hold due 
to injury just days before the start of the Shore 
Conference tournament. He plans to get back 
in the game as soon as possible.

“As a senior, every game matters, and 
having to watch your team play without you 
is frustrating,” Quattrocchi said. “I have also 
lost some fitness during the weeks I’ve been 
injured, so returning to soccer won’t be easy 
transition, but it will be worth the effort to get 
a chance to play a few more games with my 
teammates.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANTHONY QUATTROCCHI
Anthony Quattrocchi has played varsity soccer for Matawan Regional High School since 
his sophomore year. 

Injuries and stress mark the end of sports careers

Advanced technology has revolutionized the sports world

Visit theinkblotnews.com 
for continuous breaking 

news, updates, polls and 
more



By EMILY TORO                                                                                                  
It took 100 years for a huge dream to become 

a reality. 
The National Museum of African-American 

History and Culture opened Sept. 4. This is the 
first museum in Washington D.C. dedicated to the 
history of African-Americans. President Barack 
Obama spoke at the museum’s opening. 

“African-American history is not somehow 
separate from the American story. It is not the un-
derside of the American story. It is central to the 
American story,” Obama said.

The museum took exactly 100 years to con-
struct. In the late 1900s, the National Council of 
Education and Economic Development saw that 
other states and cities had established museums 
dedicated to African American history, and they 
pushed to establish a museum in Washington D.C., 
according to press reports. 

It took about 18 years for Congress, the House 
of Representatives and the Smithsonian Board of 
Regents to approve the plan. During these years, 
the idea was even shut down due to budget cuts. 

In 2003, when the museum was planned for 
construction, people and companies donated fund-
ing to support the cause. 

The largest donation, $12 million, came from 
Oprah Winfrey.

Architects Philip Freelon and David Adjaye 
designed the 400,000-square-foot museum. Afri-
can-American history is explained through the 
36,000 artifacts inside the museum. At the record-
ing booths, one can record a story of his or her life 

as an African-American and it may be used as a 
future exhibit. 

The “Garden of Eden” painting, painted be-
fore the emancipation, is on the fourth floor. The  
painting is described as paradise to look at but also 
has several dark aspects to it, as it is was painted, 
according to press reports. 

Its silhouette is made up of 3,600 panels of 
bronze filigree which is commonly made by South-
erners. Within the building are three floors, which 
are arranged in chronological order. 

On the bottom level, the museum has a dark at-
mosphere to express the history of slavery. Visitors 
work their way up to the light that shines through 
the glass section of the building, representing the 
freedom and culture of African-Americans.

Pumpkin reigns as 
fall’s signature flavor

Fashion bloggers take over New York Fashion Week 2016

Comic Con gives fans an inside look at their favorite films
Star-studded event offers merchandise and photo-ops, but for a high price

African-American history finally 
finds a place in the nation’s capital

By ALLIE KUO and ISABELLA CAVAZZONI
No other fashion event consumes social media quite 

like New York Fashion Week does. From Sept. 7 to Sept. 15, 
bloggers and influencers such as Chiara Ferragni of The 
Blonde Salad and Amanda Steele, also known on YouTube 
as MakeupbyMandy24, gave fashion enthusiasts who were 
away from the action an up-close and personal glimpse at 
the week’s events and trends. 

The official New York Fashion Week Instagram 
account, @NYFW, has approximately 126,000 followers 
and 662 stylish posts to keep fashionistas across the world 
up to date on the action. 

Strutting through the streets of SoHo, New York, 
models from the Rebecca Minkoff show dominated 
Instagram, Twitter and Snapchat feeds. According to 
Refinery29, Minkoff produced pieces immediately 
available for sale, inviting viewers into the SoHo boutique 
promptly after the show. She went against industry 
norms since runway couture has traditionally followed 
the fashion calendar, a season ahead of the current one. 
So while other designers’ pieces won’t be seen out on the 
streets until the spring and summer, Minkoff is already 
dressing influencers in edgy, dark-colored fall wear.

Steele, who is 17 years old, co-leads a team of 
professional makeup artists to create the beauty look for the 
Rebecca Minkoff show, according to Teen Vogue. YouTube 

vlogger Ingrid Nilsen also attended the show, posting an 
Instagram photo from her account @IngridNilsen wearing 
all Rebecca Minkoff pieces. 

Leandra Medine, the front-woman of a fashion and 

lifestyle blog entitled Man Repeller, chronicled a day in 
her life at New York Fashion Week. In an article tagged 
“Leandra’s NYFW Diary: 16 Hours of Krispy Kremes and 
Nudity,” Medine took readers through multiple shows 
including Rag & Bone and Proenza. With a timeline of 
shockingly un-glamorous and spunky details, Medine 
gave her followers a sneak peak at the events of fashion 
week.

Former editor-in-chief of Lucky magazine and social 
media star Eva Chen didn’t fail to update her followers 
with her signature Fashion Week Instagram videos 
– slow-motion shots of flowing fabrics and opulent 
embellishments from designers such as Prabal Gurung 
and Rodarte. Her feed, @EvaChen212, was a nonstop grid 
of dazzling gowns, street style and her daily shoe and 
purse combination, taken in the backseat of a taxi to yet 
another runway show or after-party.  

These fashion insiders captured the hectic and 
alluring qualities of New York Fashion Week and offered 
a front-row seat to anyone who didn’t get to experience it 
themselves.

This insider’s look at New York Fashion Week is 
only the beginning of the blog-takeover now happening 
in the  fashion industry. With a fresh, relatively normal 
perspective on high-fashion, expect to see even more 
fashion bloggers at shows in the future. 

By ANNIE RUOFF
From scented candles to 

fresh baked donuts to spiced 
drinks, pumpkin is known to 
most of America as the flavor 
of fall. 

It is common for stores to 
release seasonal products, but 
the growth of pumpkin flavor 
has dominated the product 
market, especially in the recent 
autumn months. 

Some of the most popular 
pumpkin flavored items in-
clude pumpkin donuts, pump-
kin pie, pumpkin ice cream and 
Starbucks famous Pumpkin 
Spiced Latte – or PSL, as it has 
come to be known. 

A few of the new items 
making their way to shelves 
include Nutri Grain’s pumpkin 
spiced bars, Pepperidge Farm 
Pumpkin Spice Milanos and the 
limited edition Pumpkin Spice 
Oreos. 

This year, the harvest fla-
vor has transcended pastries 
and drinks and can now be 
found in everything from Jell-O 
to Pringles. 

Senior Justin Boldt of 
Howell said it is not the pump-
kin flavor itself but the idea of 
it that makes people crave any-

thing pumpkin flavored at this 
time of year.

“I see it rather as cultural 
phenomenon, and once pump-
kin spice is in the mainstream 
and it’s in season, then every-
one wants pumpkin spice,” 
Boldt said. 

Boldt worked at Dunkin 
Donuts and said he noticed an 
immediate change in the drinks 
people ordered as soon as the 
seasons shifted.

“I don’t think it’s because 
they actually like the flavor be-
cause if you’ve ever had pump-
kin spice from Dunkin Donuts, 
it’s rather overbearing,” Boldt 
said.

Grace Treshock of Mon-
mouth Beach said she believes 
people genuinely enjoy the fla-
vor of fall. 

She works at The Light-
house in Long Branch.

“We started selling pump-
kin ice cream in August, and 
people were still buying it 
and enjoying it even though it 
wasn’t fall yet,” Treshock said.

Whether it’s for the taste, 
the trend or the seasonal ap-
peal, the pumpkin spice flavor 
continues to be a seasonal sen-
sation year after year. 

By SAM DECUICIES
As a huge fan of all things geeky, I was so excited to 

go to New York Comic Con this year. Comic Con is a huge 
annual convention held in several cities across the world, 
and thousands of fans gather at the convention every year 
for the festivities. It is held at the Jacob K. Javits Conven-
tion Center, which is a beautiful building in New York 
City.

I first went upstairs to explore the show floor, where 
different booths were set up with merchandise to buy 
and displays from various movies and shows could be 
seen. One impressive booth was for “Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them,” which had actual costumes that the 
actors wore in the film. 

Downstairs was Artist Alley, where artists got their 
own tables to show off their original work. The lowest 

level of the convention center was dedicated to meeting 
celebrities. 

Some advice for anyone who wants to go to Comic 
Con: photo-ops and autographs are expensive, so choose 
wisely. One signing I went to was $40, but another was 
$110, and for signings you pay on the day in cash. 

Photo-ops are pre-purchased but just as expensive. 
To take a picture with two actors from “Doctor Who” cost 
over $200. I met Matt Smith, an actor in BBC’s “Doctor 
Who,” and he was really sweet and complimented my 
blue hair. After spending so much time watching people 
on screens, I sometimes forget how real they are. But 
getting to see Smith in person made me just as happy and 
smiley as “Doctor Who” does.

Comic Con also held panels, where a few profession-
als sit down and talk about a TV show or movie. But my 

favorite thing about Comic Con was the cosplayers. Cos-
playing is when you dress up as a fictional character, and 
there were so many cool costumes, such as the superhero 
Thor, Edward Elric from “Fullmetal Alchemist Brother-
hood” and Harley Quinn from “Suicide Squad.” 

Some attendees even dressed as characters I didn’t 
think anyone else knew about, like 707 from the mobile 
game “Mystic Messenger.” I didn’t ask enough cosplayers 
to take pictures with me, though I did get Negan, “The 
Walking Dead’s” newest villain, to bash my head in with 
his infamous baseball bat named Lucille.

After it was all over, my legs were sore and I was 
exhausted, but it was one of the most enjoyable days I’ve 
experienced. I’d definitely recommend going to Comic 
Con for anyone interested, and I really hope I can go back 
some day.

Located on the last plot of land available on the National Mall, 
the National Museum of African-American History and Culture 
has views of the Washington Monument and other landmarks.  
CC PHOTO By SLOWKING4 Own work, GFDL 1.2, https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=51775967 

PHOTO BY GRACE PIAMPIANO
Fashion Week got a boost this year by social media. Top fashion 
houses such as Daniel Liu, above, and models tweeted and 
featured their images on Instagram and Snapchat.
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By SAWYER BARTH
The ever-expanding society of movie-

lovers in America often sits down to enjoy a 
film, whether new or often rewatched, without 
thinking about the effort that went into its 
making. 

I recently attended a showing of director 
Oliver Stone’s “Snowden,” released in mid-
September. 

Upon seeing it, I was intrigued by what 
lengths its creators went through in bringing 
such a jaw-dropping cinematic concept to the 
silver screen.

“Snowden” is a biographical drama that 
illustrates the events leading up to the 2013 data 
breach of the U.S. National Security Agency 
(NSA). 

The film chronicles the discoveries of 
high school dropout Edward Joseph Snowden, 
played by Joseph Gordon-Levitt, as he works 
his way through a chain of national intelligence 
positions in the NSA, Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) and Defense Intelligence Agency 
(DIA). 

As he rises through the ranks, Snowden 
realizes the extent to which the government 
goes to collect private information worldwide, 
and he decides to reveal the confidential secret 
to the public, even if it makes him a criminal.

Stone commits to telling this story in the 
face of scrutiny from our current government, 
which still considers Snowden a traitor for 
fleeing to Russia after exposing the American 
duplicity. 

According to the Hollywood Reporter, 
the majority of the film was shot in Munich, 
Germany. 

Stone believed, as he expressed during 
a speech at Idaho’s Sun Valley Film Festival, 
that minimal presence in the U.S. was best 
to avoid NSA interference with the project’s 
development and outreach.

With a 62 percent critic rating on Rotten 
Tomatoes and a 7.4/10 on IMDb, “Snowden” 
proves to be a thought-provoking political 
odyssey with themes of freedom versus 
security, true patriotism and the presence of 
federal government in our lives.

By KAIL YING and ALLY WEITZMAN
Eating out with friends is a tasty way to make unforget-

table memories. But with dietary preferences and restrictions 
becoming commonplace, finding a place where everyone can 
eat is no easy task. So when we heard that Talula’s, a bar and 
pizza restaurant located in Asbury Park, had dishes that just 
about everyone could eat, we had to go there. The owner, 
Steve Mignogna, said he opened up Talula’s only two years 
ago with his wife Shanti Church. 

“We are just making food we like to eat, and when we 
moved out here, there were a lot of vegans. Our friends were 
vegans. If we wanted to do it, we wanted to do it well,” Mi-
gnogna said.

When asked for the most popular item on the menu, 
Mignogna replied with the Beekeeper’s Lament made with 
tomato sauce, sweet local honey, hot calabrian sopressata 
and fresh mozzarella. He also urged us to order the Temple 
lll, a delectable vegan pizza made with homemade dough 
and topped with made-in-house spicy vegan sausage, two 
cheeses, homemade almond cashew ricotta and chewy veg-
an mozzarella.

Both pizzas were fantastic and packed with flavor. The 
sweetness of the honey and the spicey seasoning of the sala-
mi created a unique, distinct combination. The salty, sweet 
flavor of the crumbly ricotta in addition to the cheesy flavor 
of the chewy mozzarella created an unforgettable texture. 
Spicy seitan slices added a little zing in our mouths, leaving 
none of us missing the meat. 

In addition, we ordered a kale salad with sweet potato 

slices and farro beans. To top it off, we had vegan chocolate 
cake for dessert topped with coconut coffee ice cream. Let’s 
just say there was nothing left on our plates after we were 
done. 

Although more on the expensive side, Talula’s is un-
doubtedly a place where everyone in your friend group, 
regardless of their dietary preference, can have a delightful 
dining experience. 

By VERONICA YARON
The first thing I noticed when I walked into 

the film was the fact I was the only person under 
50 in a small theater that wasn’t even half-filled. 
“The Dressmaker” is Jocelyn Moorhouse’s film 
adaptation of the novel “The Dressmaker” by 
Rosalie Ham. 

The movie skirts the line between clichéd 
and predictable, though the setting is interesting 
and picturesque in its own way. 

Opening in an Australian backwater town 
during the 1950s, the movie introduces Kate 
Winslet as Tilly Dunnage, a glamorous seam-
stress who returns to her childhood home to 
enact vengeance using fashion. For the first 15 
minutes, I sat there in confusion as I tried to 
connect the dots between the inconsistent plot 
line, murky flashbacks and Cinderella-like dress 
transformations. 

From what I was able to derive as the main 
plot, Tilly returns to her amnesiac mother ‘Mad 
Molly,’ played by Judy Davis, after being ban-
ished 20 years prior for the murder of a boy she 
has no recollection of. 

During her quest to figure out if she is the 
killer everyone has labeled her, Tilly finds love 
with the only Adonis-looking man in town, 
Teddy McSwiney, who is played by Liam 
Hemsworth. 

This murder mystery is supposedly the cen-
tral focus of the film, but the drama gets lost be-
hind layers of forced romance, chuckle-worthy 
humor and pretty dresses. 

It plays as a mix of fashion and style but 
quickly comes apart at the seams, entering into 
the realm of a quirky black-comedy that will 
only stay as another title for Winslet to add to 
her IMDb page. 

“The Dressmaker” 
splits at its seams

Formation World Tour comes to an end
Addresses political and social issues through lyrics

BLOT PHOTO BY ZOE MCDONNELL
Beyoncé performed at the 2016 Video Music Awards with a 16-minute “Lemondade” medley, according to Rolling Stone. Queen Bey was nomi-
nated for a record 11 nominations, most notably winning Video of the Year for “Formation,” according to Billboard.

By ZOE MCDONNELL  and ARIELLE 
HUTCHINSON

“God is God. I am not.” 
This simple phrase appeared on the 

rotating rectangular cube screen that 
stood as high as the stadium and dis-
played the ethereal visuals that contrib-
uted to the life-changing experience that 
is a Beyoncé concert.

Beyoncé Giselle Knowles-Carter, 
simply known as Beyoncé, may not 
be God, but she certainly isn’t human. 
On Friday, Oct. 7, “Queen Bey” rocked 
Metlife Stadium for the last date of her 
Formation World Tour.

After the recent release of “Lem-
onade,” her politically-engaging visual 
album that dropped without notice, 
Beyoncé had a lot of expectations for 
the messages she depicted through her 
actions and performances. Throughout 
the show she definitely delivered those 
messages, and then some.

Feminism was a main aspect of the 
show. Bey had a female band, backup 
singers and dance squad. Typically, 

inherent sexism and gender stereotypes 
restrain female musicians. According to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, women 
make up only 26.9 percent of profes-
sional musicians, singers and related 
workers.

Beyoncé explained in an interview 
with Blogher why she chose to have an 
all -emale production. 

“When I was younger I wish I had 
more females who played instruments 
to look up to. I played piano for like a 
second, but then I stopped,” she said. 
“I just wanted to do something which 
would inspire other young females to 
get involved in music so I put together 
an all-woman band.”

Although gender equality was a 
main aspect of the Formation World 
Tour, it wasn’t the only leading social 
issue. Racism and the strive for racial 
equality was also a substantial theme of 
the show.

“Freedom! Freedom! I can’t move 
/ Freedom, cut me loose! / Freedom! 
Freedom! Where are you? / Cause I 

need freedom too!” Beyoncé sang in 
“Freedom,” a powerful anthem for black 
women. 

Starting with the February release 
of her single “Formation,” Beyoncé 
has openly stood behind the Black 
Lives Matter movement. “Lemonade,” 
especially the song “Freedom,” is a call 
to action for women, specifically black 
women. On the album, Beyoncé opens 
the visual component to “Freedom” 
with the mothers of Eric Garner, Michael 
Brown and Trayvon Martin looking on 
with some of the entertainment indus-
try’s most prominent black actresses 
and singers, from Winnie Harlow to 
Zendaya.

“I want to make this special for you 
all,” Beyoncé said in the beginning of the 
concert to a crowd of more than 50,000 
people.

And she did. With her blatant mes-
sages of social activism combined with 
her stunning dancing and vocals, Queen 
Bey left the audience questioning her 
humanity by curtain call.

Stone soars with 
“Snowden” film 

Talula’s offers entrée options for all

BLOT PHOTO BY ALLIE KUO
The Asbury Park locale has garnered a four-star review on Yelp 
with 270 customer reviews.



FALL 2016 Spirit Week

Theme:
Halloween 

Theme:
Pajama Day

Theme: 
Punk/Grunge Day

Theme: 
Fancy Day

Theme:

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Freshmen Seniors Sophmores Juniors1 1 2 3

BLOT PHOTO BY AUDREY MANNION
Freshman Brian Schade of Tinton Falls flips for the 
freshmen during the Water Bottle Flip-Off contest 
and lands a victory for his grade. 

BLOT PHOTO BY MARRISA HO 
Sophmore Summer Ward of Oceanport attempts to pull a lead for 
the her class team during the Jenga compition on Tuesday.  

BLOT PHOTO BY DELIA NOONE
Seniors Daniela Delgado of Hazlet and Anna Vernick of Ocean 
participate as “OJ Simpson” to win the Funniest Costume award.

BLOT PHOTO BY ALYSSA RASP
Junior Veronica Yaron of Little Silver, left, helps out Junior Abigail 
Karl of Monmouth Beach with her eyeliner for Punk/Grunge Day. 

Costume Contest Winners

DODGE BALL

BLOT PHOTO BY AUDREY MANNION
Sophmores Emma Hecht of Wall and Caroline 
Monaghan of Middletown win the Best Pair award 
dressed as Miley Cyrus in “Wrecking Ball”.

HISTORIC TIE

BY ANDREW WANG and LINDA 
BADARACCO 

 In a historic first, two classes won first place in 
Spirit Week. The freshman and senior classes tied with 280 
points. 

The sophomores followed in second with 275 points, 
and the juniors came in third with 230 points.

To determine a victor, there will be a three-part 
showdown on Nov. 9 after the last midterm exam period, 
said senior and SGA President Mark DiSpigna of Lincroft. 

The SGA finalized the specific events after press time. 
The events will be variations of previous events played 

during this year’s Spirit Week, said senior and SGA Vice 
President Julia Pardee of Freehold.

Pardee described the process behind improvising for 
the situation. 

“We weren’t sure what to do initially since this is 
an unprecedented event … Mrs. Morgan talked to Mr. 
Gleason … and he said since midterms are next week 
and we have the study period at the end of the day on 
November 9, we could use the time to do a sudden death 
event,” Pardee said.

Senior class President Sarah Lang of Monmouth 
Beach explained her class’s feelings about the 
unprecedented results.

“We are excited to be tied for first, but at the same 
time, we definitely want the Spirit Week win. I think 
that we will bring tough competition to the contest on 
Wednesday, but until then, we will celebrate our first 
place tie and how well we did this week,” Lang said.

Freshman class President Emily Madeira of Howell 
said she was happy with her grade’s place.

“We were honestly blessed to get as far as we did, 
and it wouldn’t have happened if the class not only got 
excited for it, but actually believe that if they worked 
for it, they had a chance,” Madeira said. “Our goal for 
Wednesday is just to keep matching their enthusiasm to 
pull through.”

High School 
Sterotypes

BLOT PHOTO BY AUDREY MANNION
The Sophmore team works to complete thier poster for the Art Challenge. Teams 
competed to win points with the prompt of using doodles to show the year 2016. 

Most Original - “Easy Mac”, Seniors Best Group - “Toy Story”, Seniors Funniest - “OJ Simpson”, Seniors
Best Couple/Pair - “Wrecking Ball”, Sophmores  Scariest - Sydney Smith, Seniors 

Students left in suspense after surprise result, awaiting showdown

Activity:
Costume 
Contest

Activity: 
Jenga

Activity: 
Dodgeball 

Activity:
Water Bottle     
Flip-Off

Activity:
Art Challenge

RESULTS:


